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Introduction

Innumerable Efforts on the Art of Clothes: A Joint Exhibit of Taiwan Indigenous Textiles marks
the National Palace Museum's first beautiful encounter with the Taiwan indigenous peoples. For
the first time, six of Taiwan's private and public museums' collections of Taiwan indigenous peoples'

traditional textiles are displayed in the same place.

The National Palace Museum, having a collection of 700,000 pieces of artwork and artifacts
maintained by the Department of Antiquities, Department of Painting and Calligraphy, Department
of Rare Books and Historical Documents, and Department of the Southern Branch Museum Affairs,
does not have any Taiwan indigenous peoples' artifacts. Only the Department of Rare Books and
Historical Documents owned certain related documents. Now we are launching a joint exhibition
of the masterpieces of Taiwan indigenous peoples' textiles because the South Branch was created as a

museum of Asian cultures and arts.

Our task is to present Asian cultures and arts to Taiwan's viewers. To increase people's awareness of
Taiwan indigenous peoples' cultures, arts and their traditional artifacts and clothing, we are presenting

a series of indigenous people-related exhibitions from June 2018.

The textiles of Taiwan indigenous peoples are diversified, rich and colorful. They have developed
five traditional techniques, including making beaten-made tree bark clothes, leather works,
weaving, embroidery, bead works, and appliqué. They provide us a look inside these peoples' social
compositions, ceremonies, and etiquettes. They are representative to Taiwan indigenous peoples'
textile cultures. They are also very important group identifiers. The materials and dyes used to make
textiles are changed by the time. These changes were driven by mutual influence among groups
of people and the introduction of traded foreign merchandise. The uniqueness, diversification and

inclusiveness of Taiwan indigenous people's textile culture can be easily observed.

As a result, the traditional textile culture of the Taiwan indigenous peoples has become the subject
of the National Palace Museum's first Taiwan indigenous peoples exhibition. In the preparation
of this exhibition, we have joined six partner museums having abundant collections of Taiwan
indigenous peoples' artifacts and textiles, which include, the Museum of the Institute of Ethnology
at the Academia Sinica, the Museum of Anthropology of National Taiwan University, the National
Taiwan Museum, the National Museum of Prehistory, the Shung Ye Museum of Formosan
Aborigines, and the Beitou Museum. We have jointly created the Innumerable Eftorts on the Art of

Clothes: A Joint Exhibit of Taiwan Indigenous Textiles.

We have created show rooms dedicated to different kinds of techniques and materials. The featured
items are the most representative ones selected by their own participant museum. We have paid
special attention to the technically or aesthetically excellent items and those unique items with social,
cultural or historical meanings. We have only selected 269 pieces of those culturally representative,
technically unique and well-preserved items. Among them, the Museum of the Institute of
Ethnology at the Academia Sinica provided 50 items; the Museum of Anthropology of National
Taiwan University provided 29 items; the National Taiwan Museum provided 81 items; the National
Museum of Prehistory provided 48 items; the Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigines provided
37 items; and the Beitou Museum provided 24 items. The rich in items allowed us to divide the
exhibition into two slots (June 1 to September 2, and September 8 to December 9). It is our pleasure
to use the 853 square meters of space reserved for this exhibition to promote resource exchanges,
joint research, and exhibition among Taiwan's private and public museums. This approach can surely
increase people awareness to the Taiwan indigenous people's textiles and their cultures as well in

order to pass on and promote their cultures and arts.

We have invited Living National Treasure madame Yuma-Taru and Professor Chia-yu Hu to author
two articles to illustrate each of the Taiwan indigenous groups of people's cultural backgrounds.
We hope these articles can help our readers to understand more about Taiwan indigenous peoples'
unique and diversified cultures. We also would like to preserve the historical significance of their

beautiful traditional textiles with our pictures.

Taiwan Indigenous Peoples: An Overview

The Taiwan indigenous peoples belong to the Austronesian or Malayo-Polynesian language family
of the Pacific. Members of this linguistic family spread from the Southeastern Africa's Madagascar
Island to the South America's Easter Islands to the east, and New Zealand to the south. Taiwan marks

their currently recognized northern tip (see Map1).

The term Taiwan indigenous peoples, by today's definition, referred to the descendants of the
indigenous peoples that lived on the island of Taiwan and its surrounding islands before the 17th
century when text records were scarce. After the Qing Empire took over Taiwan from Chenggong
Zheng's failed restoration of the Ming Dynasty in 1683, the Qing rulers divided them into two
groups: uncivilized and civilized peoples based on their degree of cultural assimilation. They restricted

the encounters between Han Chinese and the indigenous peoples and viewed their homelands as
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uncivilized territory not under their control. By 1895, Japanese scholars, supported by the Japanese
government, began to survey the lands systematically. They divided the non-plains indigenous

peoples into six or seven ethnic groups based on their linguistic, customs, and cultural features.

After 1945 the KMT government restored Taiwan. The Taiwan indigenous peoples were called
"mountain tribes", "mountain fellow countrymen", or "mountain peoples". Until 1994, the
Additional Articles of the Constitution of the Republic of China began to use the term indigenous
people. Nine groups of people were recognized as of 2001 which included the Amis, Paiwan,
Atayal, Bunun, Puyuma, Rukai, Tsou, Saisiyat, and Yami/Tao peoples. On September 23, 2001, the
independent identity of the Thao people was officially recognized. On December 25, 2002, the
independent identity of the Kavalan people was officially recognized. On January 14, 2004, the Truku
people were separated from the Atayal people. On January 17, 2007, the independent identity of
the Sakizaya people was officially recognized. On April 23, 2008, the Seediq people were separated
from the Atayal people. On June 26, 2014, the Hla’alua and Kanakanavu groups of people, formerly
known as Southern Tsou, were officially recognized. As of 2018, there are 16 groups of officially
recognized Taiwan indigenous peoples, population 562,926, 273,148 are male and 289,778 are female
(see Map 2 and Table 2), based on the site of the Council of Indigenous Peoples (July 2018). Certain
groups of indigenous people, living in western, northern, southern, and northeastern coastal plains
and basins, encountered Han Chinese very early and were assimilated. They include the Ketagalan,
Taokas, Pazeh, Kaxabu, Papora, Babuza, Hoanya, Siraya, Taivoan, and Makatao peoples, still seeking

official recognition.

Map 2.The Distribution of Taiwan Indigenous Peoples
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Table 1.The Population of Taiwan Indigenous Peoples
Group Name Population Remark

Amis 210,041

Paiwan 100,990

Atayal 90,412

Bunun 58,566

Truku 31,598 Officially recognized on 2004/01/14.
Puyuma 14,225

Rukai 13,340

Seediq 10,074 Ofticially recognized on 2008/04/23.

Tsou 6,641

Saisiyat 6,632

Yami/ Tao 4,616

Kavalan 1,472 Ofticially recognized on 2002/12/25.
Sakizaya 943 Ofticially recognized on 2007/01/17.

Thao 789 Officially recognized on 2001/09/23.
Hla'alua 401 Ofticially recognized on 2014/06/26.

Kanakanavu 339 Officially recognized on 2014/06/26.
Total 562,926

Source: Total population as of july 2018: 562,926( 273,148 males and 289,778 females), public records on the global

resources website of the Council of Indigenous Peoples.
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Distinguishing Features of Taiwan Indigenous Peoples' Textiles

Many Taiwan indigenous peoples still have their traditional textiles. Based on the evolution of
textile techniques, we present an exhibition of their traditional textile cultures. They provide us a
peek into the exchanges between traditional and modern elements. By showing the six distinguishing
features of Taiwan indigenous peoples' textiles, visitors can know much deeper about Taiwan

indigenous peoples' cultural and aesthetic background.

(1) A person's clothing shows his social status and much about his past achievements.

For example, only the nobles of the Paiwan and Rukai peoples could wear highly decorated
dresses or using certain patterns. On the other hand, when a Tsou man hunted a wild boar, he could
use the boar tusks to decorate his armbands. He would wear the decorated armbands during festivals

or ceremonies in order to show his bravery.

(2) Clothing is a part of a society's constitution

For example, young women of the Atayal, Seediq and Truku peoples must learned to weave began
when they were 7 or 8 years old in order to be tattooed during 13 to 14 before marriage. As a result,
female members of these three groups of people were most capable weavers. Furthermore, members
of the Amis and Puyuma peoples were ranked by their age and social status. Each group has its own

textiles.
(3) The making of textiles is gender-based division of labor
Men are assigned to build looms. The harvest of ramie demand cooperation of men and women.
However, when women are operating the loom, men are not allowed to touch it or walk across it.
(4) The textiles provide us a peek into the social changes caused by the introduction
of foreign culture

Before Japanese domination, most textiles were made using ramie. Cotton and printed fabrics from
China and Japan were widely used after Japanese domination. Artificial fibers replaced just about

every other material in recent years. These are the changes caused by the change of the environment.

(5) The traditional textiles are a vital part of their group identity

Since the Han Chinese entered Taiwan around three centuries ago, the indigenous cultures were

deeply impacted. They began to adopt Chinese textiles.

However, during some festivals and ceremonies, they still wear traditional costumes in order to

show their group identity.

(6) The textiles are a treasure of their traditional aesthetics

Their colors, patterns, and design logic followed rules such as symmetry, ordered repetition, and

balance in order to create their own unique style.

Please allow us to briefly describe the characteristic of Taiwan indigenous peoples' costumes. They
include the ten Plains Indigenous Peoples and the officially recognized peoples. From north to south
and then to the east, by geographic regions, there are Atayal, Saisiyat, Thao, Bunun, Seediq, Tsou,

Hla'alua, Kanakanavu, Rukai, Paiwan, Puyuma, Amis, Kavalan, Sakizaya, Truku, and Yami/Tao peoples.

The Plains Indigenous Peoples

The Plains Indigenous Peoples were living in western, northern, southern, and northeastern
coastal plains and basins and encountered Han Chinese very early to be assimilated. From north to
south, they are the Ketagalan, Taokas, Pazeh, Kaxabu, Papora, Babuza, Hoanya, Siraya, Taivoan, and
Makatao peoples. Their long exposure to the Chinese culture can be observed in their Chinese-styled
clothing. Written accounts only described their matriarch societies.Very few words were dedicated to
their ethnic textiles and not a single word about whether their clothing was ranked or not.We only
know that women of Pazeh, Kaxabu, and Hoanya were good at weaving. Texts as early as the 17-
18th centuries ever mentioned their ramie cloth which was very beautiful patterned red cloth made
using rubia-colored red ramie. Sometimes they used dog hair and Dendrobium fiber to make clothes
with very complex patterns. These central Taiwan Plains Indigenous Peoples' costumes are mostly
decorated with beautiful and unique patterns. They include short and long clothes, aprons, skirts,
belts, and colorful bead head dresses and necklaces. They showed these women's excellent weaving

techniques and good taste in aesthetics.

The embroidery of Siraya, Taivoan, and Makatao are highly detailed and beautiful. The Taivuon
people's embroidery was truly excellent. They were originated in today's Yujing, Tainan and moved
to their current homelands in Nanzixian River and the midstream of Laonong River areas. In detail,
they are now living in Jiaxian, Shanlin, Laonong, Liugui of Kaohsiung, and Tainan's Liuchong River
area, and some of them moved to Fuli and Dazhuang, Taidong. Survived traditional Taivuon costumes
were usually made using commercial cotton clothes with cross- and plain stitch needlework. Their
embroidery patterns are beautiful, colorful, and diversified. They include diamonds and variations,

straight lines, zigzag lines and other non-abstract patterns. Diamond and cross patterns are generally
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placed on the capes or edges of skirts forming a single-line decoration framing the costume. Needle-
like flower patterns are usually applied on belts, headbands, and pouches which can be connected to

form parallel lines. Their typical costumes include, short vests, capes, headbands, belts and pouches.

The Ketagalan people of northern Taiwan frequently barter for their resources and handicrafts in
order to enrich their living standards. Many of them wore traded decorative items. Their necklaces
and chest decorations were most made of glass or agate bead strings. Their earrings and bracelets

were mainly metal made.

The Atayal People

The Atayals, having 24 branches, and distributed in northern, central, and eastern Taiwan,
traditionally used weaving ability to judge a woman's social status. Since they did not have ranks, an
individual's costume was not determined by his/her social status. However, the clam bead shirtless
long coat, reserved only for the leaders, heads of a clan, or the bravest headhunters, were viewed as
the most precious costume among all the indigenous peoples.This costume was made using tiny
ground column-shaped white beads from the shell of giant clams attached to a ramie garment.The
sheer weight of the beads rendered the garment incapable of daily usage.The beadwork garments
were once used as a form of hard currency. They could also be used as bride token.One to dozens
had to be given to the bride's family by the groom's family.Even though the shell beadwork garments
were the most representative and important costume of the Atayal, Truku, and Seediq peoples, they
did not make the clam beads.According to Ky6wasannenkigaihy6rya Taiwan Chopuranté no ki"( /2
MEE 1452 30 ) by Shin Teiren ( Z8 EBE ), 1903, the shell beads could have been made by Amis
women and then sold to the Atayals.It took nearly ten thousand shell beads to decorate just one piece

of skirt.

The clothing was mostly made of ramie, fur, and cotton.Their fabrics were mainly made of
ramie. Plain weave and weft weave were practiced.Capes were made for both men and women.The
Atayal costumes were mostly shaped like a rectangle.Men usually wore a long or short shirt with
or without sleeves. A chest piese was inside the shirts.Some of them wore detached sleeves outside
the shirts while working.They usually wore just a frontal cover as underwear. They also wore a
rattan helmet or a fur hat.Women usually wore a short shirt with long sleeves with a one- or two-
piece long skirt.They also wore a pair of leggings decorated with diamond patterns as a talisman.
These diamonds were symbolic ancestors' eyes. The large diamond pattern withfour small diamonds
is the representative of the Atayal clothing pattern. They usually used mashed Dioscorea roots to dye
the cloths to maroon or sienna colors. They mainly used red colors.Based on their Gaga worldview,
devils(retux) are afraid of red items.As a result, their clothes are red colors to scare away devils. They

used mainly red yarn for weaving.

Decorative items were mainly used to beautify the wearer. In addition to that, they also could be
used to illustrate the wearer's past contributions.Before going to a battle, men had to wear decorative
items to lift their spirits and faith.The decorative items could be used on a person's head, forehead,

ears, neck, shoulder, chest, upper arm, wrist, fingers, waist, legs, and ankles.

Atayal's large diamond pattern

The Saisiyat People

The Saisiyat and Atayal's costumes were very similar.It was probably caused by their geological
neighboring. The Saisiyat rectangular costumes were narrower and lengthier. Their most evident feature
was that both male and female wearer put on a long shirt and then put on a shorter shirt on the
outside. This layered approach is unique among Taiwan indigenous peoples.They used mostly ramie
and then cotton.Today, synthetic cashmilon fiber is also used.Men wore a single-piece apron or a short
skirt. Women wore a single-piece long skirt. They did not wear any ankle cloths. They may wear an
additional plain white or unbleached ramie long shirt.Shirts having red, white, and black patterns were
reserved for festivals.Some believed that their traditional ceremonies demand long shirts having highly
decorated backs.During the paSta'ay, or the Ritual to Pacify the Little People's Ghosts, the dancers
faced the circle's inside with their backs faced to the outside. The beautiful decorated backs were
supposed to be enjoyed by the little people's ghosts. The left-facing swastika ( () was a characteristic

pattern used on traditional Saisiyat costumes.Legend has it that this pattern was a symbolic lightening.

The Saisiyat people were very fond of decorative accessories.There are decorative items for the
head, ears, chest, arm, wrists, and feet. Their bracelets were made of silver or brass. The hip bells
and large hats were the Saisiyat people's distinguishing decorative items.The hip bells, wearable by
both men and women and usually triangular-shaped, are called tabaa'sang, or noise-makers, in their
language. The wearer dangled the bell to a cloth strip that runs over his/her shoulder and fixed

behind the waist.During the dance, the free-hanging bell made a pleasing rhythmic noise.

Saisiyat's left-facing swastika ( ' )pattern
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The Thao People

The Thao people live in the Dehua Community of the Sun Moon Lake area. During the Qing
Dynasty, they were known for making the famous dagobum cloths (bark fiber with colored dog hair).
Currently we can only see traditional Thao clothing in their "ulalaluan" or ancestor's baskets. The
"ulalaluan" is a basket used as a shrine during a ritual.Clothing worn by ancestors is placed inside the
basket.(During the Harvest Festival of the 8th month of a lunar year, each family's elder would place
something in it.) We have seen some aged clothing that's full of holes and dark-grayish in color.These
clothing represent the souls of their ancestors. They are no longer in style. Traditionally, Thao people
used leather, bark, ramie and cotton to make clothes.Leather, prepared by man, was used to make
men's costumes. Women usually weave their own ramie clothes.Cotton fabrics were purchased from
the Han Chinese. The mass-importation of inexpensive cotton fabrics rendered traditional weaving

techniques obsolete.

Before Japanese domination (1895-1945), men's clothing was very similar to that of the Tsou of
the Alishan area.They used to wear a long or short sleeveless shirt with a piece of chest covering
and belly pouch inside. More than a century ago, men used to wear a brown single-piece skirt with
front-only pants.They were mainly made using leather in the early days and then used ramie, fur, or
cotton fabrics later. They wore leather shoes.Women's clothing included a head scarf, lower head
gears, and a forehead decoration. They wore a two-piece long overall or chest cover that doubled as
a skirt. They then wore a long sleeve short shirt with a raised collar, an embroidered belt, and ankle
cloths. Their decorations include animal hide head gears, headbands, necklaces, chest decorations
and bracelets. Traditional Thao costumes are all not-for-sale and placed into their "ulalaluan" baskets.
None of the museums has any Thao traditional costumes in collection.Among all Thao costumes, the
most representative ones are men's chest clothes.Its octagonal "pinuazan" pattern is already protected
by the indigenous people's traditional wisdom rights.The "ulalaluan" basket tradition denied today's

museums from collecting Thao traditional textiles.

Thao's octagonal "pinuazan" pattern

The Bunun People

Among all Taiwan indigenous peoples, the Bunun people are the most active, most migrative and

most adapted to the mountain climates. They usually used animal hide, ramie, and imported cotton to

make their clothes. They were good at making leather.Usually they used deer, muntjac, and mountain
goat leathers.Leather-made costumes include men's hats, sleeves, men's boot, sleeveless long shirts,
long sleeve shirts, and front-only pants.The long shirts are the most representative costumes.The
Bunun communities in Nantou County are usually more traditional in their wearing.However, their
female costumes were influenced by the Han Chinese very early. Both male and female costumes of
Taitung and Kaohsiung Bunun were influenced by the Rukai and Paiwan peoples living nearby. The
clothing of Hualian's communities is very similar to those of Nantou.However, their women usually
wear sky blue colored Chinese-style cross-collar long sleeve shirt with the right collar covered with a
one-piece or two-piece skirt. Traditional patterns are mainly decorated with diamonds that resemble

the pattern on the back of a Deinagkistrodon -- a very poisonous snake.

This pattern means that the snake is the Bunun people's best friend.Red, magenta, orange, purple,
yellow and blue colored diamonds consist of the main patterns of a man's long shirt. This so-called
checkerboard diamonds has become the most widely known Bunun people's costume patterns. They

have decorations for the head, forehead, ear, neck, chest, and hands.

Bunun's checkerboard diamondspattern

The Seediq People

The Seediq, officially recognized on April 23, 2008, is Taiwan's 14th indigenous group of people.
This group of people has been taken as a branch of the Atayal people and a part of the Truku people.
However, tracing back the history, the Truku people could actually be a branch of the Seediq.
Population 9000. Most of them are living in Renai, Nantou. There are a few of them living in Shanli
and Lunshan Communities of Zhouxi, Hualian, Hongye, Wanrong Communities of Wanrong, and
Xiulin, Communities of Xiulin.You can hardly tell a Seediq from an Atayal based on costumes and
lifestyle. They used to make ramie fabrics. There are still many women who are skillful at using portable
horizontal looms.They wear mainly red colored clothes because they also practice the Gaga worship.

Since the devils (rutux) are afraid of red color, dyeing the clothes into red can cast the evil away.

They began to mix red-colored wool into their fabrics. The diamonds pattern were symbolic
ancestor's eyes. The large diamond pattern with four small diamond pattern is the representive of the
Seediq clothing pattern. Both men and women could wear ramie capes. Men used to wear white

long sleeve long shirts decorated with red stripes.Women used to wear short shirts with multiple
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red stripes and one-piece long skirts.During Japanese domination, the mass-importation of Japanese

printed cotton fabrics changed their costumes.

They began to wear red cotton cloth long sleeved and upright collar shirts. These shirts had
printed blue cotton cloth sewn between the shoulder and the sleeve and decorated with small brass

bells attached to the shirt's lower edge.

Seediq's large diamonds pattern were symbolic ancestor's eyes

The Tsou People

The Tsou people are known as great warriors and hunters.Most of the men wore leather. They
skinned the hunt to obtain leather for the making of hats, vests, capes, shirts, detachable sleeves, chest
covers, front-only pants, shoes, and firearm pouches.Adult males could only wear leather hats after
they have received the coming of age ceremony.When fully dressed, the hat would be decorated
with one to four eagle feathers to illustrate the wearer's bravery. Today they usually use the feather
of Mikado pheasant.In addition to leather, ramie and cotton are frequently used.Men's formal dress
was a long sleeve long shirt made with red or black cotton fabric.Either side (black or red) could be
wear outside.A chest cloth and a breast pouch are worn inside.In a ritual, such as a Homeyaya (harvest
ritual) or Mayasvi (warrior ritual), they mainly wore the red side with decorations. Otherwise, the

black side is worn.

Women usually wore cotton or silk. They have scarves, long sleeve short shirts, breast covers,
one-piece skirts, belts and ankle cloths.After a discussion, the Tsou people selected the traditional
diamond-shaped pattern on a man's chest cloth and the red, black, blue, and white embroidery on a

woman's skirt (taf'u) as their own signature pattern.

The male chest cloth patterns (lower) and the horizontal embroidery on a female skirt's center (upper)

The Hla'alua people

The Hla'alua people, population 401, formerly known as Saaroa, consists of four communities
paiciana, vilanganu, talicia, and hlihlara located in Gaozhong, Taoyuan, Taoyuan District and Namasha,

Namasha District of Kaohsiung City.

Their traditional language is Hla'alua.However, Bunun is now generally spoken.

They were misidentified as a part of the Tsou and were called Southern Tsou when combined
with today's Kanakanavu people.On June 26, 2014, they were officially recognized as Taiwan's 15th
indigenous group of people.Men's clothes were quite similar to those of the Tsou people.However,
the yellow, green, white, and blue stripes on the back are used to signify their four communities.Men
wore leather hats.The bands on the arms of their long sleeve shirts signify wild boars' tusks with a
piece of chest cloths inside.Many of them wore colorful front-only pants or black skirts. The patterns
on a man's chest cloths were mainly woven before.Now embroidered ones are more popular. They
are mainly using diamond patterns (dumasemasege), or Deinagkistrodon snake-like patterns.Legend
has it that a person had turned into a Deinagkistrodon. Women wore head scarves and decorated with
hair pins made with a cock’s tail feather.They wore black skirts and blue or white long sleeve shirts.
The cock tail feather hair pin was used to memorize the cock that helped people to bargain with
the sun.According to Ren-gui You and Y Shu-ping You, two members of Hla'alua, their token pattern
was created by fusing men and women's colors and patterns.The four colored stripes on a man's shirt,

the octagonal pattern on a man's chest cloths, and the embroidery pattern on a woman's belt and the

diamond pattern used to signify the Deinagkistrodon snake were selected.

The Kanakanavu people

According to Qing records, theywere mainly living in today’s Nanhua and Yujing. However
farming immigrants forced them to move to Maya and Dakanuwa of today’s Namaxia District,
Kaohsiung. Population 520 (May, 2018). It was officially recognized as the 16th group of the

indigenous people.

Early costumes were in black, white, red, yellow and light blue. All other colors were introduced

later from outside with new materials. They did not have elaborate weaving techniques. They
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practiced appliqué. Men’s coustumes were similar to those of the Tsou and the Hla’alua Peoples.
They all wore leather hats with feather decorations with a shirt of vertical bands and a pair of front-
only pants. They had dresses and casual clothes. The leather front-only pants were worn during
hunting. They were madeto protect a man’s legs from thorny plants. During a ceremony, they wore
a black one-piece short skirt with an opening facing the left. There are seven colorful stripes which
symbolize the rainbow and wholeness on the back of a man’s shirt. The fire starter pouch, containing
tobacco and fire matches (or a flint fire starter), was a feature of a man’s clothes. Women’s costumes
were similar to those of the Tsou. They both wore patterned colorful headbands with beadworks,
shirts with colorful sleeve openings with black long skirts. These people held that their group patents
were a mixture of the patterns of a man’s fire starter pouch and a woman’s skirt’s red, yellow, and

green stripes.
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Kavananavavu's patterns combined with men's chest ornament and colors of women's skirt

The Rukai People

The Rukai and Paiwan Peoples shared many common features with their costumes.Both of
them had class-based societies and they lived nearby. Embroidery was a frequently-used skill and a
women's requirement. The most popular patterns were diamondsand zigzags. The diamond patterns
were created after the Deinagkistrodon snake's backs.These respected snakes were believed to have
been the ancestors of Rukai's aristocrats. The satin stiches, highly detailed, variable and in an orderly
manner, were their most appraised technique.Their cross-stitches are also outstanding in their
techniques and aesthetics. The octagonal pattern (shinuaderuavan) has become a trademark of their

costumes.

Male and female nobles both wore costly-made costumes decorated with tiny glass beads to attend
ceremonies and weddings. The costumes of the nobles and ordinary ones were significantly different.
Wild boar tusk head dress, leopard skin vests, glass beads, eagle feathers, lily-themed decorations,

human and snake-form decorative items, and swastikas ( (1} ) were reserved for the nobles.

Ordinary ones were denied from using these patterns or wearing these ornaments.

Rukai's octagonal "shinuaderuavan" pattern

The Paiwan People

Paiwan costumes were pieces of artwork created for the nobles.Since the aristocrats did not need
to work, men were allowed to sculpt and women were allowed to embroider, in order to show their
social status and fulfill their desire for art.Leather skin vests, wore by the ruling class, werereserved
for festivals or important meetings. Weft weaving is a traditional technique usually used on men's
front-only pants and women's mourning dress.Men usually wore a long sleeve short shirt and a one-
piece skirt. They wore another long coat, a pair of front-only pants with a cape.They would then
take the knife and wore a leather headband or hat.Women usually wore a Chinese-style long cross-
collar shirt with a one or two-piece skirt.Ankle cloths were worn and a scarf, headband, or forehead
band was worn.Morning dresses were either a mourning hat or a morning towel. They were unique
among Paiwan costumes because they were made using ramie with weft-patterns.Glass bead neck
and chest ornaments were most telltale way to distinguish nobility.Other ornaments, mostly made of
copper, silver and nickel, were mostly affected by Han Chinese.Ordinary people were not allowed to
wear patterns and ornaments. The wide-spread of the Paiwan people in northern, central, south and
eastern Taiwan made it difficult to reach a consensus.The southern Paiwan had already selected the

hand-in-hand, snakes-on-the-headfigurines and lancepattern as their characteristic pattern.

The southern Paiwan's combined withthe hand-in-hand, snakes-on-the-headfigurines and lancepatterns

The Puyuma People

The Puyuma people's costumes were best known to have bright red, yellow, green, black, and
white colored snake scale patterns with other cross-stitched patterns.Since a member of the Puyuma
must wear costumes suitable for his/her age group (childhood, youth, young adult, adult, and old
age), their costumes had become an identity enhancer.Their long/short sleeved shirts could have

been affected by Qing's partially-crossed collar design.In addition to the crossed and raised collar,
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they added a rectangular cloth to make their design similar to that of a Qing design.A woman's
breast cover was shaped similar to a Han Chinese design.A typical young woman would wear a breast
cover with a black long sleeve short shirt on the outside.The embroidered lower part of the breast
cover would be exposed.Flower rings were a popular part of the Puyuma people's costumes.During
a festival, a fully dressed Puyuma must wear a flower ring on his/her head.The more popular an old
person was the more flower rings he/she wore.The characteristic pattern of the Puyuma costume is

the multicolored diamond on a man's sleeveless long shirts, front-only pants, and capes.

Puyuma's pattern is the multicolored diamond

The Amis People

The costumes of the Amis people are known to be colorful and eye-pleasing. They are living over
a very broad area roughly from Hualian to coastal Taitung. They are usually divided into three groups:
the Northern Amis (Nanshi), Central Amis (Xiuguluan and coastal areas), and Southern Amis (Puyuma
and Hengchuan).Each area's Amis has its own distinguishing features. The Amis is a matriarch society
that respects its elders.You can easily tell a man's age group by examine his clothes and head gears.
The Amis robes were derived from Han Chinese coats. They took the Han Chinese coats as a dress.
Their crossed collared long sleeve robes were reserved for the leaders and wizards.When they are
participating a general meeting or a ritual, they wore long robes. They used to prefer black or light
blue robes, now they wear red robes. Their hats were highly decorated with many ornaments in order

to emphasis the wearer's social status.

People of lower classes were not allowed to imitate or use.Therefore, the hats' sacred status
was established. The Amis cross-stitch was widely known.The eight-petaled pattern on the Alofo

backpacks (lover's backpack, things backpack, or betel nuts backpack)made by Taitung Amis was most

representative.

The Kavalan People

The Kavalan people had very outstanding weaving techniques. They were known to use banana
fiber most frequently. Long ago, they used the bark of paper mulberry and mixed with other plant
fiber and dog hair to make fabrics for men's and women's textiles. It was recorded that they used to
have bride's skirt decorated withbeads and hanging bells which was reserved for weddings. This skirt
was made by two pieces of white cotton cloths sewn together. Its lower part had red, blue, and white
colored very densely made geometric patterns. Their patterns included diamonds, starsign, zigzags,
and eight-petaled flowers. Based on surviving textile specimen, they had 13 patterns in total. Most
patterns were diamond's variations.The double diamonds were said to be like oars, javelins, or fish
harpoons. Today's Kavalan costumes were mainly in black and worn by older people.They use the

bride's skirt's complete patterns as their representative pattern.

Kavalan's use the bride's skirt's complete patterns

The Sakizaya People

The Sakizaya people were mainly living on Hualian's Qilai Plains. Their prolonged co-existence
with the Amis resulted in their age-based classes which was quite similar to that of the Amis.They
used to wear Amis-like clothes. They were officially recognized on January 17, 2007.However, as of
today, none of their traditional costumes or objects was found.None of the museums could collect

any of their traditional costumes.

Long ago, planting fox millet was the center of their livelihood. According to the growth of the
millet, they had rituals for seeding, fishing, harvest, celebration, and stockpiling. They only dressed in
full during a ceremony. They mainly wore dark red and earth colored clothes. The Sakizaya people
worship earth or land which means generation.The color dark red means blood dried on the land.
They also wore blue, green, black, and white. Their costumes, mostly cross-collared shirts and long
shirts, were affected by the Han Chinese.Diamonds, squares, and triangles were most frequently used
while circles, zigzags and straight lines were also used. Men were divided into 9 to 12 age groups
which included the leader, elders, junior leaders, youths, young adults, and children. Women only
consist of matured ones and single ones. Older women only wore their own kind of head dress. The

Cultural Pouch or Lovers' Pouch (alubu) is designed by Madame Xiu-mei Wu, a member of the
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Sakizaya people. Five pieces of white cloths are attached to the back strap which symbolizes the five
communities. The circle in the center refers to lake water. Two triangles on two sides are collapsed
rocks or the two lovers who jumped into the lake. A legend is told by the pouch.The Sakizaya people

believe this pouch can be used to represent them.

Sakizaya's pounch patterns

The Truku People

The Truku people, living in Hualian of eastern Taiwan, formerly a part ofthe Seediq subgroup of
the Atayal people, gained official recognition on January 14, 2004. A woman must learn to weave
by 13 to 14 in order to be tattooed in the face. Facial tattoo was a token of beauty, adulthood and
group identity. Both men and women wore white. Their patterns were variations of diamond with
different meanings, such as the fortune-telling bird's eyes, hunters' eyes, heritage eyes, wisdom eyes,
and ancestors' eyes. Among them, the ancestors' eyes were believed to be their talisman similar to that
of the Atayal. People selected the ancestors' eyes as the representative pattern. The long white sleeve,
worn on both upper arms during work, was a distinguishing feature. They had clam bead coats, skirts,
and ankle cloths, the same as the Atayal and Seediq peoples. They were made using beads made from
ground giant clams and attached to the costumes line by line. They were reserved for the leaders, the

head ofa clan, or a distinguished warrior.
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Truku's diamonds pattern were symbolic ancestor's eyes

The Yami/Tao People

Living on the Orchid Island, and due to the remote nature of their residence, the Yami/Tao
peopleretained the most of their traditions.In comparison with the costumes of other Taiwan

indigenous peoples, their clothes were the simplest.

The source of their fiber was Boehmeria macrophylla, a very tough plant. Their weaving technique,
especially the white patterned weft-weaving, was very difficult. Their costumes followed the
rectangular-cut tradition the most.The fabrics were made of white or black-and-navy blue colored

stripes. The more colorful side faces inside. The men only wore a sleeveless shirt and a loincloth.

The woman wore a cape-like coat (rakua aiyu) which consists of four pieces of clothes with a

one-piece skirt (chininun) with an opening on the front right.

Their top wears include the silver helmet, thecoconut fiber conical hat, and the octagonal wooden
hat.Only respected elders could wear them.The Yami/Tao people were the only indigenous people
in Taiwan that practiced gold and silver metalwork.The metals and metalworking techniques were

learn from outsiders.

Pieces of gold could be used to make men's co-shaped chest decorations. They believed gold's
supernatural power to heal and used it as a criminal's blood money to avoid death penalty.Silver
could be used to make men's silver helmets and bracelets for men and women, co-shaped earrings,

and trapezoid-shaped chest decoration. They also wore agate necklaces and glass foot rings (vagyat).

Mother Nature was these indigenous peoples' art teacher.The sun and the rainbow are their
sources of inspiration. Their social structures, legends, religions, and livelihoods all appeared on their

weaving, embroidery, and costumes.

Yami/Tao's pattern is diamondfloating weave

A Brief Introduction to the Six Partner Museums

There are 750 public and private museums in Taiwan. Among them, about 60 have Taiwan

indigenous peoples' artifact and costumes in their collections.

Out of the 60, we have invited six public and private museums with abundant and representative
collections of indigenous peoples' costumes for the preparation of this special exhibition. Please allow

us to briefly introduce their featured collections.
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1.The Museum of the Institute of Ethnology at the Academia Sinica

In 1955, Mr. Chunsheng Ling, Director
of the Preparation Office of the Institute
of Ethnologylead the Institute'sresearchers
to Laiyi, Pintung to survey the Paiwan
people. This survey not just collected
Paiwan people's ethnographicmaterials;
they had collected much ethnologic
specimen which became one of the
institute's early collections. The next year,
the Specimen Room of the Institute
was established. It was used to display
ethnologic specimen for academic
research purposes. In 1988, the Specimen

Room became a museum and was named

B— oA RREF AT RY Gt m (T RE)

the Museum of the Institute of Ethnology
at the Academia Sinica. It currently has about 8,000 pieces of collection, including Taiwan indigenous
peoples' artifact, Han people's folk and religious artifact, Mainland China, Southeast Asia, Pacific
Region's ethnological collections and other research finds. The ancestral house-posts of the house
of Zingrur, chief of Kaviyangan (Jiaping) and theancestral house-posts of theTafalong's Kakitaan
(Amis) were registered as National Treasures in 2012 by the Ministry of Culture. Four permanent
exhibitions are in display, including Mr. Chunsheng Ling Memorial Exhibition, Taiwan Indigenous
Peoples' Cultures Exhibition, the 1930s China's Southern Border Peoples Exhibition, and the Folk
Beliefs of Taiwan Han People Exhibition. The special exhibition room periodically presentsupdated
findings in order to let the public know more about the Institute's studies. The collection consists
of 8,610 pieces (as of November 7, 2016). Main categories: costumes, daily-use items, architecture,
containers, productivity items, religious items, animal bones, and multimedia materials. Taiwan
indigenous peoples' artifacts: 3,717 pieces. Taiwan indigenous peoples' costumes: 943 pieces.Loans for

this exhibition: 50.

2.The Museum of Anthropology of National Taiwan University

This museum was reopened in November 2010. Its collection was mainly those of the Taipei
Imperial University collected during Japanese domination. This museum is in the west wing of the
National Taiwan University's former Main Library next to the School History Room. The Ethnology
Room is now open to the public. The Archaeology Room will be open in the future. This museum

collects physical specimen and audio visual materials. The physical specimen includesethnologicaland

archaeologicalones. By
periodically replace the
permanent exhibition's items and
launching special exhibitions, we
are introducing precious artifact
to the public. The audio visual
materials are now receiving
digital restoration and cataloging.

The collection consists of 17,359

i pieces. Main categories: daily-use
-
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items, costumes, tools, playable
items, construction tools, antique documents, multimedia materials. Taiwan indigenous peoples'
artifacts: 5,812 pieces. Taiwan indigenous peoples' costumes: 791 pieces. Taiwan plains indigenous

peoples' artifacts: 116 pieces. Loans for this exhibition: 29.

3.The National Taiwan Museum

This museum was established
in 1908 as the Taiwan
Governor Museum. In 1949,
it was reassigned under the
Departmentof Education
of Taiwan Province and
renamedTaiwan Provincial

; Museum. In 1999, it was
B
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National Taiwan Museum. This
is the oldest museum in Taiwan
with 115,672 items in collection. This museum consists of the Main Building in the 228 Memorial
Park, the former Land Bank of Taiwanbuilding, and the Nanmen Park. The permanent exhibitions
include the Taiwan's Biological Exhibition, the Prehistoric Cultures Exhibition (from Paleolithic to
Iron Ages), and the Taiwan Indigenous Peoples Exhibition. The collection consists of 115,672pieces.
Main categories: botanic (vascular plants, mosses, algae), zoology (mammals, avian, insects, reptiles,
amphibians, crustaceans), geology (minerals, fossils, fish and shell fossils), anthropology (indigenous

peoples, archaeology, history, North America, South and Southeast Asia, numismatics). Taiwan
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indigenous peoples' artifacts: 7,088 pieces. Taiwan indigenous peoples' costumes: 2,087 pieces. Taiwan

plains indigenous peoples' artifacts: 111 pieces. Loans for this exhibition: 81.

4.The National Museum of Prehistory

February 1, 1990: establishment of the Preparatory Oftice. July 10, 2001: trial run. August 17, 2002:
opening. This museum is Taiwan's first prehistoric and indigenous peoples' cultures museum, the first
museum that contains an archaeological site and a nature preservation, and the first national museum
on Taiwan's east coast. By providing functions including research, preservation, exhibition, education,
and entertainment, we hope to enlighten the public to know more about the abundance and diversity
of Taiwan's ecology, prehistoric cultures and indigenous peoples' cultures. We hope our efforts would
result in the public's cherish of this land's ever-last natural environment and cultural landscape. The
collection consists of about 50,000 pieces. Main categories: textiles, costumes, woodcraft, bamboo

craft, stoneware, photographs, animal fossils, mineral specimen. Taiwan indigenous peoples' artifacts:

7,000 pieces. Taiwan indigenous peoples' costumes: 1,383 pieces. Loans for this exhibition: 48.
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5. The Beitou Museum

The wood building used by the Beitou Museum was built in 1921 and was known as Kazan
Hotel — the finest hotsprings resort at the time of that area. This museum, about 2,645 square meters
in area and surrounded by trees, situates on a hill slope. This was one of the few well-preserved
two-story historic Japanese style wood buildings. In 1988, the Taipei Municipal Government
assigned the building as a Municipal Historic Site. It is currently managed by the Fu Lu Culture
Foundation as a private museum. In addition to the preservation of this precious wood building, it
also is the home to over 5,000 pieces of early days Taiwan folk art and indigenous peoples' artifact.
It also has permanent exhibitions and special exhibitions. This museum also provides many cultural

experience lectures, creative kaiseki cooking, afternoon tea sessions, souvenirs, and customized party,

meeting, and exhibition
services. It is becoming a
multifunctional cultural
and creativity platform.The
collection consists of 5,000
pieces. Main categories:
costumes, literature, and
everyday items including
ceramics, woodcraft,
ratten-made products.

Taiwan indigenous peoples'

tifacts: than 1,000
BE R CHBEE (BRE) ArHach: mote than
pieces. Taiwan indigenous
peoples' costumes: 339

pieces. Loans for this exhibition: 24.

6.The Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigines

Opened on June 9, 1994, this museum was
Taiwan's first private museum dedicated to the
studies of the indigenous peoples. In addition to
collecting Taiwan indigenous peoples' artifact,
this museum provides a multitude of activities
to promote indigenous peoples' cultures. The
permanent and special exhibitions are designed
to present the diversity of Taiwan indigenous
peoples' artifact. To honor the indigenous peoples'
right to interpret their cultures, an annual "With
the Communities" exhibition was created. Each
exhibition in this series was created in cooperation
with a community in order to fully present the
people's identity. This museum also provides a
space for the presentation of indigenous peoples'
culture to let it become a forum and a device of
multiculturalism. The collection consists of 3418
Bx ERGEEERBMaEE (BTER) pieces (1,800 pieces of artifact, 1,507 Torii Rytzo
plates, 111 indigenous peoples' artist artworks)

Main categories:ethnologic items, costumes, daily-




use items, ritual items, construction tools, music instruments, artworks, paintings. Taiwan indigenous
peoples' artifacts: 1,188 pieces. Taiwan indigenous peoples' costumes: 612 pieces. Loans for this

exhibition: 37.

Conclusion

Each group of Taiwan indigenous people used to have its own skills and materials for making
textiles.Little did the literatures discuss the plains indigenous peoples' costumes.In this joint
exhibition, we are honored to present the weaving and embroidery of the plains indigenous peoples
who’s clothing was affected by the Han Chinese immigrants deeper and longer. The exhibition area
of 853 square meters is divided into six show rooms to showcase following techniques: beaten-
made tree bark and leather cloths, weaving, embroidery, beadwork, appliqué, and ornaments.Here,
we are seeing the 14 groups of people's diversified textile cultures which includes the Atayal, Saisiyat,
Bunun, Seediq, Tsou, Hla'alua, Kanakanavu, Rukai, Paiwan, Puyuma, Amis, Kavalan, Truku, Yami/ Tao
peoples.Since the traditional costumes of the Thao and Sakizaya peoples were not available, we are

unable to display them.

We believe this joint exhibition is one of the largest and most enjoyable ones in the history of
Taiwan's museums.Here six private and public museums worked together in the preparation of this
exhibition.From the viewpoints of the skills, features, and diversity, we are presenting the cultures and
aesthetics of Taiwan indigenous peoples.We are not just presenting their sophisticated material aspect,
we are showing their cultural heritages and collective wisdom.These are the treasures of Taiwan's

cultural heritage.

We must say thank you to all the talented ones ever contributed to the preparation of this
exhibition. They include,Director Fei-wen Liuand Shan-hui Hsuof the Museum of the Institute
of Ethnology at the Academia Sinica, Associate Researcher Tzu-ning Liof the National Taiwan
Museum, Professor Chia-yu Huof National Taiwan University, Museum of Anthropology, Deputy
Director Chih-Hsing Lin/Agilasay Pakawyanand Assistant R esearcher Chun-wei Fangof the National
Museum of Prehistory, Supervisor Wei-cheng Linof the Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigines.
Moreover all team members of six museums have devoted themselves into selecting artworks and

helping accomplishment of the exhibit. They certainly deserved to be admired.

Finally we would like to express our appreciations to Ms. Yu-Chin Su, one of the leading
conservators in Taiwan, and Dr. Shih-chung Hsieh, anthropology professor of National Taiwan

University, for their thoughtful and effective contributions during the period of this stunning

special exhibition. This exhibition can never be made possible if without their co@ation in the
selection of displayed items, discussion of the plans, and executions.The twoarticles are courtesy to
Madame Yuma - Taru, a Living National Treasure, of the Atayal people, Professor Chia-yu Huof
the Museum of Anthropology of National Taiwan University. We hope this exhibition of Taiwan
indigenous peoples' costumes, the articles, and the publication of this book can bring us to the deep
understanding to Taiwan indigenous peoples' cultures and their past experiences of culture exchanges

so we may learn to respect other peoples' societies and their cultures.

Hhosd Lo diuloh_

Curator Saalih Hsieh-Lee, Director of the Beitou Museum
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