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A Research Note on the Emolument
Tablet System in Meinong Temples

Yu-Han Wang

Abstract

This research note examines the luwei emolument tablet system in Han Chinese folk
religion through fieldwork at six representative temples in the Hakka settlement of Meinong,
southern Taiwan. Unlike previous temple studies that focus mainly on principal and subordinate
deities, it highlights emolument tablets as a medium through which believers obtain recognized
positions in sacred space through tangible contributions, linking religious devotion with resource
exchange.

Merit (punya), emolument tablets for the deceased and immortality/longevity emolument
tablets for the living reflect Daoist and Buddhist understandings of life, death, longevity, and
merit, while addressing anxieties over unattended spirits and seeking divine protection. By
comparing areas with different reclamation histories, this paper suggests that Meinong’s
commercial history may have helped shape local practices of acquiring sacred positions through
exchange. It further compares northern and southern Hakka settlements to reveal collective
mentalities and adaptive mechanisms underlying Han Chinese religious practices.

Keywords : punya; immortality; emolument tablet; Meinong; Xinpu
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