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The Investigation on the Hakka Agricultural Terms
at Dongshi District in Taichung

%k ck

Chun-Hua Lin" ~ Xiu-Ying Zeng** + Su-Yu Liu®
Mao-Chih Wu™***

Abstract

Lack of agricultural terms and agricultural proverbs in the Hakka dictionaries. How-
ever, the Hakka village of Dongshi in Taichung depends on cultivating fruits for living, the
agricultural terms and agricultural proverbs currently used here can be hardly found inside
the Hakka dictionaries. Even if they can be found inside the dictionaries, the explanations

are not adequate.

Therefore, the researchers focus on the collection of farming proverbs in Dongshi,
the Hakka village, and use in-depth interviews and secondary data analysis as researching
methods. During the collection process, the researchers and the fruit growers had a mutual
trusting relationship, Hakka language was used throughout during the interviews, and the
researchers must have agricultural practice. This is the factors for the collection of Hakka

proverbs successfully.

We collected the 6 Hakka agricultural proverbs. The Hakka agricultural proverbs have
3 characteristics. The first characteristic is the lower variability. The second characteristic
is the agricultural proverbs reflect the farmers’ values and the principles of life. The third
characteristic is the agricultural proverbs show the social situation at that time. The agri-
cultural proverbs are precious cultural assets, so they should be collected both in the Hakka
dictionaries and Hakka teaching materials, therefore, it can enrich the diversity of Hakka

language.
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