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Post-Museum and Local Knowledge Production :
A case study of
Xindian River Travels Mapping Workshop

Hsiang-Yu Tseng

Abstract

With the development of new museology and the reflection on contemporary muse-
ums, museums have gradually developed a diversified range of innovative museums as
opposed to the contemporary museums. In the innovative museums, people are regarded
as the core element while local fields and situations are treated as the context. In 2000, Ei-
lean Hooper-Greenhill proposed a new concept “post-museum”, pointing out that people
used to perceive museums as buildings and in the future people are very likely to perceive
museums as a process or experience, and with this new concept, he stressed the impor-

tance of local practice.

This study started by the history of museum new museology to post-museum. Sec-
ond, straightening out the context of “cultural mapping” which was created as a tool to in-
terpret culture and history in Taiwan, and at the same time this study reviewed the related
cases in an attempt to find out the uniqueness and significance of cultural mapping. Third,
discussed “Xindian River Travels” as a case study, how the Mapping Workshop helped
communities take part in the local knowledge creation process. This study noted that cul-
tural mapping was a suitable media and means which allow cartographers to rediscover
local history. Last but not least, thanks to the reflection on post-museum, cultural mapping

cartography created a brand new possibility for museum works.

Keywords
Cultural Mapping, Community Mapping, Post-Museum, Local Knowledge
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