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The Water Conservancy Construction and Flood
Prevention of Hakka Villages in Ailiao River Basin

Cheng-hui Lin’
Abstract

This article focuses on the Hakka villages in the Ailiao River basin from the Qing
Dynasty to the Japanese colonial period (now including Changzhi, Linluo, Neipu, Zhutian,
etc.), observing the process of the Hakka villages opening up ponds and building canals in
this basin to pursue land reclamation achievements, or coping with flood threats from the

perspective of water conservancy and flood control.

In response to different geographical environments, Hakka villages in the Ailiao Riv-
er basin have developed different water conservancy facilities for rice farming. Those irri-
gation canal systems were built with private funds and rights were monopolized by a few
private owners in the Qing Dynasty, gradually transformed into the public organization of
water conservancy after Japanese colonial rule. There are also more positive actions for

the maintenance of facilities and improvement of economic benefits.

In addition, from the experience of flood control, each settlement in the basin is in dif-
ferent positions of the Ailiao River basin, and as a result, embankments are built to prevent
floods, causing harm to neighboring areas. The construction of Changji embankment in
Neipu and Zhutian areas prevented flooding but led to more severe water damage in Linluo
and Changzhi. In the 1930s, the interception of the Ailiao River allowed most of the Hakka
settlements in the basin to escape flood threats but caused severe damage to the Daluguan
Village. In addition, in terms of flood control, examples of cooperation between Hakka vil-

lages and upstream Min villages can be seen, reflecting different forms of ethnic interaction.

After the Ailiao River was cut off to the north in 1938, not only did the occurrence of floods
decrease significantly, but it also promoted the rise of industries such as sugarcane and sand and
gravel in this basin. The newly emerged land also became the main field for the relocation of
the northern Hakka to the south in Japanese colonial period and the placement of retired soldiers
from outside provinces after the war. It also diversified the ethnic landscape within and outside

the Hakka settlements in this area, in addition to the original Pingpu and Sinicized settlements.
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