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Self, Modernity and Its Visual Representation :
Artistic Practice and Subjective Consciousness of
Hakka Artists in the Japanese Colonial Period

Chen-Lin CHANG

Abstract

From the perspective of art history, the period of Japanese rule (1895-1945) consti-
tuted the initial stage of development of modern art in Taiwan. During the Japan’s colo-
nial rule, training such as drawing classes began to appear in public schools and the Tai-
wan Governor-General's National Language School, and the concept of modern art was
gradually introduced to Taiwan. Taiwanese art has entered another stage of "modernity" :
artist identity, Western media, art exhibitions, art competitions, higher degrees in art, and
various systematic aesthetic thoughts and art knowledge have begun to take root and grow
up. At the same time, artists from the Hakka group who were interested in artistic creation
also take this opportunity to expand their own artistic paths, and develop a creative mode
that is different from traditional literati. This aesthetic modernity endows Taiwan's Hakka
group with innovative connotations in the development of modern culture. With historical
development, Hakka artists will embody different types of modern art reproduction at dif-
ferent stages. In other words, the new concept of aesthetic modernity under the Japanese
rule entered Taiwan, constructing the prototype of Taiwan's art scene. Hakka artists also
participated in it, and had outstanding performances. The development of the art field has
endowed artistic creation with greater autonomy, while creating space for purer aesthetic
practices, including a more significant self-awareness of creators. From the enlightenment
period during the Japanese colonial period, Hakka artists have more and more abundant
aesthetic subjective consciousness, and apply it to observe self, objects, landscape or
social life, thereby forming the content of art works with different themes. Based on the
above viewpoints and angles, the article uses artists as QIU Chuang-Qian, Wu Song-Mei,
PENG Rui-Lin, DENG Nan-Guang, QIU Jin-Lian, XIAO Ru-Song as the analysis ob-
jects, discussing how the enlightenment of modern art during the Japanese colonial period
and the context of modernity formed produced a new cultural identity and self that was

different from the traditional culture in the Hakka group.

Keywords

self, modernity, Hakka artists, artistic practice, subjective consciousness
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