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Representation of Place and Actor Network Theory
A Case Study of the Zhongli Street Museum

Wei Hung Shen

Abstract

The Zhongli Street Museum was originated from the Zhongli District Office's 2018
"Participatory Budgeting Program", but was later promoted by local art organization
"Taoyuan Art and Culture Front" and Zhongli's local shops, who with the theme of "
Zhongli is a museum" and the concept of "Poor Object," focus on the history of the devel-
opment of the old shops, the local industries, and their family stories through exhibitions,
neighborhood guides, art co-creation, and cultural and creative design. The museum,
which is entirely citizen-initiated, not only illustrates the power of the community to
transform museums from the bottom up, but also specifically demonstrates how museums
can be used as a tool for youth to return to their hometowns and for local entrepreneurship

in Taiwan since the 1990s.

Zhongli Street Museum is a "Non-Institutional” museum, which was created in re-
sponse to local needs with limited funds and human resources, and tries to use museum
tools to solve local problems, and gradually builds up a support network and partnership
to develop a variety of museum practices and contents. In this paper, we try to use the
vision and analytical framework of “Actor Network Theory” to understand the working
platform established by the Zhongli Street Museum, the motives, goals, and transforma-
tions of each action, how the Taoyuan Arts and Culture Front and the Zhongli Shops op-
erate the museum's discourses and tools, and what kind of partnership the Zhongli Street
Museum develops to express the imaginations of the participants. In addition, how the

knowledge systems organized by the museum create a dialogue with the public sphere.

Keywords

Actor Network Theory, Participatory Budgeting Program, Poor Object,

Non-Institutional Museum
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