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The Works and Lives of the Taiwan Railway’s
Hakka Employees

Chien-chang Feng

Abstract

This paper explains the high proportions of Hakka employees working in Taiwan
Railway and illustrates what the ideal life entails for these individuals by describing their
work and living conditions. By and large, the Hakka employees were entry level skilled
workers there, and, compared to other state-owned enterprises, they got lower pays in the
Taiwan Railway. From the perspective of daily life, many of them lived a work-around-
the-clock life or had to work in the one-day-on-one-day-off system. However, as they look
back, their emphasis was not on the labor’s rights, but their families’ well-beings secured

because of their jobs.

It is emphasized that occupational choices during the transformative years of Tai-
wanese society were not necessarily grounded in the rational calculation logic of Homo
Economicus. The cases presented here demonstrate how the practice of ethics—specifical-
ly mutual care within a community—could inform life decisions and serve as a pathway

towards a fulfilling life.

From a methodological standpoint, examining life and ethical practices enable con-
nections between daily, micro-level experiences, and macro-level political-economic
phenomena to be drawn. Furthermore, the cases presented in this paper enhance an un-
derstanding of the potential for reciprocal relationships between ethnic culture and politi-

cal-economic systems.

Keywords

railway, Hakka, ethics, life, work
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