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The Localism under Multi-ethnic Society:
The Cultural Qutput of Sabah Hakka
Online Content

Bernard Ng Jia Han'

Abstract

The high accessibility of online content via social media has connected linguis-
tic minorities virtually that transcends the geographical barriers. Hakka, usually
a secondary dialect among any regional Chinese community, is a lingua franca of
the Chinese in Sabah, Malaysia. With a one-ninth population of Sabah natives, the
Sabah Chinese society is predominately Hakka-speaking, but there are also other
dialect communities. This article fills the research gaps in Sabah Hakka online
content and the Hakka-Indigenous relationship. Incorporated with the internation-
al pop culture and current affairs, the Hakka audiovisual creators first transformed
Sabah into Malaysian Hakka’s cultural output hub. The creators further localized
their works by integrating the cultural elements of Sabah natives to produce “Hak-
ka-Indigenous works”. Generally speaking, the natives are familiar with Sabah
Hakka and consider the Hakka more culturally systematic than other Chinese
dialect groups. However, the “Hakka-Indigenous works” have limitations in de-
velopment because the native creators have no preference for integrating Hakka
culture into their works. In their daily life, Sabah natives accentuate a multi-ethnic
framework, including sub-ethnic or dialect groups, which increases the visibility
of Hakka. As a descendant of Chinese and native intermarriage, Sino plays a vital

role as a cultural translator.
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Tanpa kuasa otonomi Sabah akan terus terpingair.
Beranikan diri untuk tampil mempertahankan Hak kita, Hak Sabah.

Sampai sudah masa kita bertuankan diri sendiri dibumi Sabah.
Hanya dengan menyokong parti tempatan Sahaja dapat
melindungi kepentingan orang Sabah.

~
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