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The Construction and Positioning of Hakka Language
Rights in Taiwan’s Constitution and Laws

Hsiu-Min Huang

Abstract

This article is grounded in Taiwan’s historical context, language policy changes, and
the current state of local languages and language loss. It explores how Hakka language
rights can be framed within Taiwan’s constitutional context, the possible legal pathways
for establishing their content and legitimacy, and the positioning of language rights within

existing legal frameworks.

At the level of rights construction, Hakka language rights can be justified constitu-
tionally based on personal self-realization, ethnic group continuity and protection, and the
state's commitment to multiculturalism and language transitional justice. Language rights
go beyond communication tools, encompassing language equality, language preservation,

and the freedom to choose one's language.

At the level of rights implementation, Taiwan’s legal framework has expanded from
collective ethnic rights to include individual rights and equal protection. However, gaps
remain in ensuring genuine language choice and equal opportunities. The fragmented
legal structure raises concerns about state obligations and the full realization of language

rights across government institutions.

Keywords

language right, language policy, language equality, Development of

National Languages Act, language transitional justice
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