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The half-Hokkien Hakka of Daniulan Village, Taoyuan:
The Yeh Wumei Family

Chin-Tzu, Yeh

Abstract

Daniulan was the old name for todays Yongxing and Xiapu Villages in Xinwu District,
Taoyuan City. The first settlers arrived in 1735, during the 13th year of the Yongzheng
reign. At that time, the Kuo family, who owned the land, brought in tenant farmers, most
of whom were Cantonese. Among them, the Yeh family, led by Yeh-Chun-Ri and his son,
became the most prominent in Daniulan. In 1738, the Yeh family settled there permanently,
and over the generations grew into a clan with more than 12,000 descendants. Today, the
Yeh family makes up over half the population of Daniulan. They also built an ancestral hall
and a pagoda in the village. For the past 20 years, thousands of people have joined the Yeh
clans Qingming Festival tomb-sweeping ceremonies, a remarkable tradition well known in
the region. This year, the Taoyuan City Government Department of Cultural Affairs
officially designated the Yeh Wu-mei Clan Qingming Tomb-Sweeping Ceremony as a
cultural activity.

Taiwanese scholars describe the Yeh family as half-Hokkien Hakka, meaning they can
speak both Hokkien and Hakka. Some believe they were originally Hoklo and only learned
Hakka after living in Hakka villages in Taiwan. As the daughter of the Yeh family, the
author traveled with her relatives in March 2025 to Luhe County in Guangdong to honor
their ancestors. There, it became clear that the family already spoke both Hokkien and
Hakka before migrating to Taiwan, rather than picking up Hakka only after settling in
Hakka communities. In Luhe, clan members see themselves as Hoklo, since their ancestors
came from Fujian. Within the family, they still use Hokkien among themselves, switching to
Hakka only when speaking with Hakka neighbors.As for whether they should be considered
Hoklo or Hakka, opinions differ. But after nearly 300 years in Daniulan, the Yeh family has
naturally absorbed many Hakka customs and traditions, blending into the local
community. As the saying goes, Over time, a foreign land becomes home. For the Yeh
Wumei family, Daniulan has long been their most beloved hometown.

Keywords: Daniulan Village, half-Hokkien Hakka, the Yeh Wumei family, Qingming Tomb-
Sweeping
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