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Local Adaptation under Technological Expansion:
Baosheng Temple and the Social Resilience of the Dagi

Settlement in Baoshan

Chia-An Chang

Abstract

This study draws on four years of long-term ethnographic fieldwork (2021-2024) to trace the
social processes of the Daqi settlement in Baoshan Township, Hsinchu County, under the
disturbance brought about by the Baoshan Expansion Project of the Hsinchu Science Park,
launched in 2018. Centering on Baosheng Temple, a religious institution with nearly two hundred
years of history, the research examines how rituals and community networks have been maintained
and transformed amid the social disruptions caused by the science park expansion.

In this article, social resilience is operationalized into the following observable dimensions:
continuity of rituals without interruption, return participation of residents, sustainability of local
governance, and continuity of resources alongside cultural sustainability. The findings show that,
after relocation and demolition, participation levels remained at approximately 80 to 90 percent.
As the religious center of the Daqi settlement, Baosheng Temple adopted a build first, demolish
later strategy, while its old site continued to serve as a public space for nearly two years.
Households resettled elsewhere developed patterns of return-based participation. The Community
Development Association incorporated both longterm and new residents. The practice of Hakka
mountain songs one the second day per month of the Lunar Calender continued to operate. At
the same time, local residents, academics, and enterprises initiated documentary production,
walking tours, oral history writing, and digital preservation, enabling the local community to move
gradually from passive maintenance toward proactive knowledge governance. The four
consecutively positive divination blocks employed in decisions concerning temple relocation may
be understood as a ritualized form of collective decision-making; under conditions of high
uncertainty and limited authority, this process reduced internal disagreement and coordination
costs, thereby strengthening subsequent mobilization.

The study finds that the response of the Dagi settlement was not a one-way trajectory toward
disintegration, but rather a process of social reorganization moving from passive maintenance to
proactive innovation. In the face of major state-led technological development, traditional religious
spaces and local organizations played a crucial mediating and connective role, offering an
important perspective for understanding the capacity of local society to respond to the impacts of
technological expansion.

Keywords: Hsinchu Science Park, Land Expropriation, Technological Expansion, Social Resilience,
Daqi Settlement, Hakka Society
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