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An Analysis of the Rhetorical Devices and
Cultural Psychology of Hakka Foul Language in
Serdang, Selangor, Malaysia™

Hoi-Len Lew™ ™

Abstract

Most of the foul language are composed with "insults" as the core, while some of the
insults are composed of non-insults vocabulary. Both are linguistic and cultural phenomena.
The social and cultural nature of the community, especially the psychology of the cultural
level, can be reflected in the foul language. In this paper, Serdang, as the second largest Chi-
nese new village in Malaysia, and the largest Hakka new village in Malaysia, is taken as the
object of study of Huizhou Hakka foul language. The Hakka insults and swearing vocabu-
lary are collected through field observation, interviews, and memories. The possible ways of
word formation are analyzed by rhetorical theories, and then the cultural psychology behind
the insults and swearing vocabulary is analyzed by the theory of culture and linguistics. The
foul language of the Serdang Hakka community is filthy, but some of the vocabulary have
taken over the archaic colors and lexical meanings of ancient Chinese words. The cultural
psychology of the Serdang Hakka community in pursuit of honor, peace, health, and lon-
gevity is reflected in the foul language that is filled with filth, inferiority, illness, curses, and
death.

Keywords
Serdang Hakka, Foul language vocabulary, Rhetoric, Cultural psychology

*  This paper was previously presented and read at the “6th International Joint Conference on Malaysian
Chinese Studies * Chinese Society and Chinese Studies: New Directions, New Perspectives, New Trends,”
held on October 14—15, 2023.

** Institute of Chinese Studies, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
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