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Discussion on the changes of irrigation business in
Meinong Plain
— Focus on the Shihzihtou Irrigation System>X<

Yu-Chih Lee™ "

Abstract

The development of the Meinong Plain and the functions of Shihzihtou Irrigation Sys-
tem played an important role. How the status of irrigation System continued and expanded

from the Qing Dynasty to the Japanese colonial era can be further discussed.

During the Japanese Occupation era, some irrigation systems on the Meinong Plain
were gradually recognized as public irrigation systems, then reorganized into the Public Ir-
rigation System Association, and expanded into the Official Irrigation System Association.
After that, it becomes the Public Irrigation System Association, and finally became the Irri-

gation Association.

In order to develop the Meinong Plain, the Government of Governor-general of Tai-
wan invested in the renovation and expansion of Shihzihtou Irrigation System, an Official
Irrigation System, changing this area that was originally unsuitable for rice farming, thus
turning the wasterland of the Meinong Plain into fertile farmland. The state funded the pub-
lic nature of the irrigation System project, allowing the reclamation business on the Mei-
nong Plain to develop steadily, and it became an important rice and sugarcane production
area in Taiwan in the future. The development of its industry is closely related to the devel-

opment of the irrigation System project.

Keywords

Meinong Plain ~ Shihzihtou Irrigation System ~ Public Irrigation System -

Official Irrigation System -~ Irrigation Association

* Presented at the "The 27th International Geographical Conference of Taiwan " hosted by the
Department of Geography, National Taiwan Normal University on May 13, 2023.

** PhD Candidate, Department of Geography, National Kaohsiung Normal University.
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