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A Study of the Plaque “Yu Tian Tong Gong ( B2 K3y ) ~

at Beigang Chaotian Temple: With a Discussion of Hakka
Cultural Relics in Northern Taiwan

Ming-Heng Hsieh* , Lieh-Shih Lo**

Abstract

This paper reexamines the provenance of the Yu Tian Tong Gong ( 1 X ] % )
plaque at Beigang Chaotian Temple, traditionally believed to have been bestowed by the
Guangxu Emperor of the Qing dynasty. Through a critical review of textual and visual
records, combined with analysis of the Detailed Inventory of The Halls of Beigang Chaotian
Temple in the Sixth Year of the Showa Era, this study demonstrates that the plaque was not
an imperial gift but was donated by believers from Xinpu Street in Hsinchu Prefecture
during the Japanese colonial period. Beyond clarifying the artifacts origin, the paper reveals
a long-standing and significant relationship between the Hakka community of Xinpu and
Beigang Chaotian Temple as a branchmother temple network. This case also offers new
perspectives on imperial plaque narratives and the regional expansion of Mazu worship in
Taiwan.

Keywords: Beigang Chaotian Temple, Xinpu Yutian Temple, Yu Tian Tong Gong ( #2 X F]
35 )", Hakka cultural relics, Mazu belief
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